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Late Edition 


Today, periodic snow, colder, high 35. 
Tonight, mostly cloudy, snow early, 
one to three inches total, low 30. To- 
morrow, a few morning flurries, 
high 39. Weather map, Page A20. 
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Official Count 
Of Storm's Toll 


Appears Short 


Puerto Rico’s Statistics 


May Be Off by 1,000 


This article is by Frances Robles, 
Kenan Davis, Sheri Fink and Sarah 
Almukhtar. 


Homes were flattened. Power 
was knocked out. Hospitals barely 
functioned. Even so, after Hurri- 
cane Maria devastated Puerto 
Rico, the government reported a 
relatively low death toll. 

Now, areview by The New York 
Times of daily mortality data from 
Puerto Rico’s vital statistics bu- 
reau indicates a significantly 
higher number of deaths after the 
hurricane than the government 
there has acknowledged. 

The Times’s analysis found that 
in the 42 days after Hurricane Ma- 
ria made landfall on Sept. 20 as a 
Category 4 storm, 1,052 more peo- 
ple than usual died. The analysis 
compared the number of deaths 
for each day in 2017 with the aver- 
age of the number of deaths for 
the same days in 2015 and 2016. 

Officially, just 62 people died as 
a result of the storm, which rav- 
aged the island with winds of 
nearly 150 miles an hour, cutting 
off power to 3.4 million Puerto Ri- 
cans. The four most recent fatali- 
ties were added to the death toll on 
Dec. 2. 

“Before the hurricane, I had an 
average of 82 deaths daily,’ 
Wanda Llovet, the director of the 
Demographic Registry in Puerto 
Rico, said in a mid-November in- 
terview. “That changes from Sept. 
20 to 30th. Now I have an average 
of 118 deaths daily.” 

Since then, she said on Thurs- 
day, both figures have increased 
by one. 

Data for October are not yet 
complete, and the number of 
deaths recorded in that month is 
expected to rise. Record-keeping 

Continued on Page All 


Hurricane Maria 
makes landfall. 
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Fallout in the Middle East 


Israeli soldiers removed a Palestinian flag Friday in the West Bank. Protests erupted over the U.S. decision on Jerusalem. Page A6. 
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Claims Emerge 
And Legislator 
Quits Instantly 


By KATIE ROGERS 


WASHINGTON — Representa- 
tive Trent Franks announced Fri- 
day that he would resign from 
Congress immediately after accu- 
sations emerged that he had of- 
fered $5 million to a female em- 
ployee to be a surrogate mother 
for his children, and that she and 
another female employee worried 
that the lawmaker wanted to have 
sex as a means of impregnating 
them. 

Mr. Franks, Republican of Ari- 
zona and one of the House’s most 
ardent social conservatives, had 
said Thursday that he would leave 
the House in January, and he ad- 
mitted that he had discussed sur- 
rogate pregnancies with two em- 
ployees. The House Ethics Com- 
mittee had opened an investiga- 
tion into his behavior, and the 
office of Speaker Paul D. Ryan 
said in a statement that Mr. Ryan 


Continued on Page Al4 


Worry as California Fires Rage: 


‘We're Not Out of the Woods Yet’ 


This article is by Jennifer Medina, 
Miriam Jordan and Mitch Smith. 


VENTURA, Calif. — The quick- 
moving fires that have forced 
thousands of Californians to evac- 
uate their homes swept across the 
southern part of the state on Fri- 
day, destroying buildings and tax- 
ing fire crews that have been 
working for days. 

Evacuees in San Diego County, 
where a 4,100-acre fire was only 15 
percent contained as of late Fri- 
day night, told of swiftly encroach- 
ing flames that left at least six peo- 
ple injured, prized racehorses 
dead and dozens of homes in ru- 
ins. 


derson, who left his home in San 
Diego County on Thursday. 
“About four cop cars rolling 
around the neighborhood. ‘Get 
out!’ ” 

The fire Mr. Anderson fled was 
among several burning Friday in 
Southern California, including a 
flare-up near Alpine in Cleveland 
National Forest and a blaze in 
Ventura County that has killed at 
least one person, burned 143,000 
acres and destroyed more than 
400 buildings — including at least 
150 homes. 

Officials said the Ventura fire 
was threatening homes from the 
exclusive enclave of Ojai to the 


For Lobbyists, Harassment Accompanies Access 


By TRIP GABRIEL 
and JULIE BOSMAN 


Vanessa Alarid was a lobbyist 
in New Mexico when she asked a 
lawmaker over drinks one night if 
she could count on his support for 
a bill that appeared to be coming 
down to a single vote. 

“You can have my vote if you 
have sex with me,” Ms. Alarid re- 
called the lawmaker saying, al- 
though he used cruder language 
for sexual intercourse. He told Ms. 
Alarid she had the same first 


name as his wife, so he would not 
get confused if he called out in bed. 
Then he kissed Ms. Alarid on the 
lips, she said. 

Shocked, Ms. Alarid, who was 
32 at the time, pushed him away. 
Only after he was gone did she let 
the tears flow. 

When her bill came up on the 
floor of the New Mexico House of 
Representatives the next day, 
March 20, 2009, it failed by a sin- 
gle vote, including a “No” by the 
lawmaker, Representative Thom- 
as A. Garcia. 

As Ms. Alarid watched from the 


House gallery, she said, Mr. Gar- 
cia blew her a kiss and shrugged 
his shoulders with arms spread. 

Charges of harassment are cas- 
cading through  statehouses 
across the country, leading to in- 
vestigations, resignations of pow- 
erful men and anguish over hos- 
tile workplaces for women that for 
years went unacknowledged. 
Amid this reckoning, one group of 
victims has stood apart: political 
lobbyists. 

Part of a frequently disparaged 
profession, female lobbyists have 
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A Window to Winter 
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Eden, 3, left, and Josiah Allen, 8, on Friday in Brandon, Miss. Snow fell in several Southern states. 
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SIZZLING ECONOMY 
HEIGHTENS FEARS 
OF OVERHEATING 


SOME WARY OF TAX PLAN 


Jobs Report Lifts Trump 
but Stokes Worries of 
Rising Inflation 


By BEN CASSELMAN 


The economy’s vital signs are 
stronger than they have been in 
years. Companies are posting jobs 
faster than they can find workers 
to fill them. Incomes are rising. 
The stock market sets records 
seemingly every month. 

The latest evidence of the re- 
vival came Friday, when the La- 
bor Department reported that 
American employers added 
228,000 jobs in November. The un- 
employment rate held steady at 
4.1 percent, the lowest since 2000. 
Job growth has slowed since its 
peak in 2014 but remains remark- 
ably steady: For the first time on 
record, employers have added 
jobs every month for more than 
seven years — 86 months, to be 
precise. 

“It’s areally, really strong econ- 
omy,” said Tom Gimbel, chief ex- 
ecutive of LaSalle Network, a 
staffing firm in Chicago. “Compa- 
nies really want to take advantage 
of the economy, so they want to 
hire and get while the getting’s 
good.” 

That strength could also pose 
challenges, particularly in light of 
the $1.5 trillion tax cut that Con- 
gress could pass as early as this 
month. Economists expect the tax 
bill to provide at least a modest lift 
to the economy — but they are not 
sure that’s a good idea. 

With unemployment so low and 
the economy fundamentally 
healthy, a tax cut could lead the 
economy to grow too quickly, 
pushing up inflation and forcing 
the Federal Reserve to raise inter- 
est rates faster than planned. 

“It’s a very poorly timed fiscal 
stimulus,” said Joseph Song, an 
economist at Bank of America. “It 
kind of raises the risk of a boom- 
bust cycle.” 

For now, however, the figures 
present a political opportunity for 
President Trump, who ran for of- 
fice on a promise to revive the 
American economy. 

Economists almost universally 
say Mr. Trump has had little to do 
with the rebound, which began 
long before he was elected and has 
not accelerated meaningfully 
since he took office. But with un- 
employment low and wages be- 
ginning to creep upward, voters 
may be more inclined to give cred- 
it. 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders, the 
White House press secretary, said 
on Friday that the jobs report was 
evidence that “President Trump’s 
bold economic vision continues to 
pay off.” 

Wherever the credit lies, work- 
ers are benefiting from an econ- 
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As Smog Chokes India, Critics Ask if Modi's Policies Harm the Air 


This article is by Jeffrey Gettle- 
man, Kai Schultz and Hari Kumar. 
NEW DELHI — As millions of 
Indians watched a televised 
cricket match this week between 
the national teams of India and Sri 


The pollution in New Delhiis es- 
pecially bad right now, and one of 
the Sri Lankan players could 
barely breathe. He leaned over, 
put his hands on his knees and 
started throwing up on live televi- 
sion. 


foul air, which this week contained 
22 times the level of hazardous 
particles that the World Health 
Organization considers accept- 
able. It was an embarrassing mo- 
ment for India, and the National 
Green Tribunal, India’s envi- 


the match. 

“Every newspaper has been 
carrying headlines that the air 
pollution was going to be higher 
this week. Still you took no action. 
Even the players were playing the 
match wearing masks,” the court 


“I got the ‘Get the hell out of hills of Ventura. Still, they said late | Lanka, the game suddenly The Sri Lankan cricketers were ronmental court, chastised the lo- said. “Are the people of Delhi sup- 
here’ evacuation,” said Paul An- Continued on Page A15 stopped. clearly not ready for New Delhis cal government for even holding Continued on Page A8 
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Debate on the Lord’s Prayer 
Pope Francis is 
pondering a new 
interpretation of 
the Lord’s Pray- 
er. “Lead us not 
into temptation” 
is not quite 
right, he said. 


to relieve congestion. 


The Brooklyn Bridge Shuffle 
The elevated promenade of the iconic 
bridge is clogged with tourists, vendors 
and commuters. The city is taking steps 
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Amy Sedaris Brings You Home 


In her TruTV series, a surreal and 
affectionate sendup of TV home shows, 
the actress shows off her comic versatil- 
ity, writes James Poniewozik. 
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BUSINESS DAY B1-6 


THIS WEEKEND 


“Do not let us 
fall into tempta- 
tion” might be more precise. 


PAGE A4 


A Cleareyed Fight for Justice 
Blinded by her husband, a woman flees 
Bangladesh and earns a law degree in 
Canada. Saturday Profile. PAGE A5 


NATIONAL A9-15 


Scrutiny of Fetal Tissue Use 
The Justice Department may be looking 
into how groups like Planned Parent- 
hood handle fetal tissue. PAGE A10 


Warnings on Russian Outreach 
F.B.I. agents met in February with one 
of the president’s top advisers to urge 
caution about Russian emails. PAGE Al2 


A War Waged by Motorbike 


In Indonesia’s traffic-plagued capital, a 
start-up is challenging Uber by making 
it easier to get around — or not to have 
to in the first place. PAGE B1 


SPORTSSATURDAY D1-5 


Angels Win Big, in Off-Season 
Shohei Ohtani, 
the 23-year-old 
Japanese star 
who can pitch 
and hit, has 
chosen to play 
for the Angels, 
over six other 
teams that were 
finalists in the 
sweepstakes to sign him. 
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